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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
PROSTHETIC SUSPENSION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/593,225, filed Jan. 31, 2012, which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates generally to the field of
prosthetic devices, and more specifically, to a suspension
system usable with prosthetic devices such as lower limb
prosthetics.

There are many challenges associated with providing an
effective means of supporting, for example, a lower residual
portion of a leg, within a prosthetic device. As such, various
embodiments disclosed herein related to improved systems
and methods of prosthetic device suspension systems.

SUMMARY

One embodiment relates to a prosthetic device comprising
an inner socket assembly comprising an upper interface hav-
ing a generally cylindrical outer periphery, the outer periph-
ery having a diameter substantially greater than a length; an
outer socket assembly comprising a lower interface having a
recess correspondingly-shaped to the outer periphery of the
upper interface; wherein at least a portion of the upper inter-
face is received within the recess of the lower interface to
secure the inner socket assembly to the outer socket assembly.

Another embodiment relates to a prosthetic device, com-
prising an inner socket assembly having a lower portion
defining a disc-shaped adapter; an outer socket assembly
comprising a receptacle configured to releasably engage the
inner socket assembly; wherein the interface of the disc-
shaped adapter and the receptacle acts to secure the inner
socket assembly to the outer socket assembly.

Another embodiment relates to a prosthetic device, com-
prising an inner socket assembly configured to receive a por-
tion of a residual limb of a user; an outer socket assembly
configured to receive at least a portion of the inner socket
assembly; and an interface mechanism configured to releas-
ably secure the inner socket assembly to the outer socket
assembly during use of the prosthetic device by a user, the
interface mechanism comprising a generally cylindrical
member provided on one of the inner socket assembly and the
outer socket assembly; and a receptacle provided on the other
of the inner socket assembly and the outer socket assembly
and having a recess configured to releasably secure the outer
socket assembly to the inner socket assembly in a non-rota-
tional manner.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure will become more fully understood
from the following detailed description, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference
numerals refer to like elements.

FIG. 1 is a side view of a prosthetic device secured to a
residual limb according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of a portion of a prosthetic
device according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of a portion of a prosthetic
device according to another exemplary embodiment.
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FIG. 4 is an exploded view of a portion of a prosthetic
device according to another exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 5 is an exploded view of a portion of a prosthetic
device according to another exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 6 is an exploded view of a portion of a prosthetic
device according to another exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of an adapter usable with a
prosthetic device according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an adapter usable with a
prosthetic device according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 9 is an exploded view ofa prosthetic device according
to another exemplary embodiment.

FIG.101s a cross-section view of a portion of the prosthetic
device of FIG. 9 according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Referring generally to the FIGURES, various embodi-
ments of prosthetic devices are shown according to exem-
plary embodiments. Though various embodiments herein are
described in the context of an artificial leg, it is contemplated
that the present disclosure is equally applicable to other con-
texts in which a device is connected to a user’s body. For
example, the device could be an artificial arm, an orthotic
component, or another prosthetic/orthotic product that uses
similar methods to connect to a user. The connection method
need not be a fully encompassing socket like a prosthesis.
Further, a vacuum could assist a connection device or may be
used as a stabilizer in connection with various connection
methods.

A conventional lower leg prosthetic device may include an
inner liner, or inner socket, that receives a residual limb and is
coupled to amore rigid outer frame, or outer socket. To couple
the inner liner to the frame, relatively long, narrow pins may
be used in conjunction with a locking mechanism such as a
ratchet, clutch, or strangulation mechanism. However, these
types of pin connection mechanisms often have drawbacks,
such as vertical movement of the pin, wobbling of the pin,
wear of the locking mechanism, or improper operation of the
pin/locking mechanism due to infiltration of dirt, debris, etc.

Furthermore, relatively long, narrow pins may have a small
point of contact between the inner liner and the frame, which
may result in additional problems related to the mechanical
suspension of the inner socket within the frame, including
movement (e.g., wobbling, etc.) between the inner socket and
the frame, undesirable transfer of pressure to the distal end of
the residual limb (e.g., due to vertical movement of the pin
during the heel strike motion, resulting in “tightening” of pin
connection), and/or undesirable “pistoning” from slack in the
pin locking mechanism permitting vertical movement
between inner liner and rigid frame. Pistoning may in turn
lead to “milking” of the residual limb (e.g., the repetitive
application and release of downward forces and/or pressures
on the residual limb). Furthermore, during the “swing phase”
of a patient’s gate, most or all of the pressure relating to
retaining the prosthesis on the residual limb may be concen-
trated on the pin.

Various embodiments disclosed herein may address one or
more of these concerns by providing improved systems and
methods of suspension for prosthetic devices. Some embodi-
ments may be usable in a “retrofit” application to modify
existing pin locking mechanism arrangements. Other
embodiments may be usable in new devices to provide an
improved suspension system for patients.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-2, a prosthetic device 10 is
shown according to an exemplary embodiment. Device 10
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includes a socket assembly 12, a pylon 14, an artificial foot
16, and a control system 18. Device 10 is intended to restore
functionality to patients having lost limbs such as legs, arms,
and the like. Generally, socket assembly 12 receives a portion
of'aresidual limb of a user. Pylon 14 is a mechanical structure
that provides a mechanical support and interface between
socket assembly 12 and artificial foot 16. Artificial foot 16
may be designed to replicate a real foot (or, similarly, a hand,
etc., depending on the particular application). As described in
greater detail below, control system 18 controls an amount of
vacuum applied to the socket assembly 12, where the vacuum
provides a negative pressure to maintain the residual limb
securely in place within the socket assembly. Based on vari-
ous factors, control system 18 may vary the vacuum applied
to socket assembly 12 to optimize the performance of device
10 for users.

Referring further to FIGS. 1-2, according to one embodi-
ment, a residual limb of a user is received within an inner liner
or socket 20 (e.g., a flexible or semi-rigid liner or socket).
Inner liner 20 may be configured to fit around the residual
limb and into an outer socket or frame 22 (e.g., a rigid frame
or socket, etc.). In some embodiments, inner liner 20 may be
formed of a gel or silicone material, while other materials
may be used according to various other alternative embodi-
ments. The particular size and/or shape of inner liner 20 may
vary depending on the user and the particular device 10 being
utilized. According to one embodiment, inner liner 20 is sized
to avoid discomfort to the user and/or improper fit of device
10.

According to an exemplary embodiment, frame 22 may be
provided with a size and shape customized to a particular user
such that a substantial portion of a residual limb may be
received within the interior of frame 22. An additional liner
may be applied to the residual limb prior to insertion into
inner liner 20. As shown in FIG. 2, a cavity 28 may remain
after insertion of the residual limb into inner liner 20 and prior
to application of a vacuum to socket assembly 12. A desired
vacuum may be applied to cavity 28 to provide a proper fit
between the residual limb and inner liner.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a sealing sleeve
24 (see FIG. 1) may be configured to form an airtight seal
between the residual limb and inner liner 20. For example,
sealing sleeve 24 may in some embodiments be a non-
foamed, nonporous polyurethane suspension sleeve that rolls
over and covers a portion of inner liner 20 and a portion of the
residual limb. The inner surface of sealing sleeve 24 may
provide a seal against the skin on the user’s thigh and the outer
surface of inner liner 20 to provide an airtight seal for the
vacuum. Sealing sleeve 24 may be applied over the outer
surface of inner liner 20 and rolled up onto the thigh portion
of the residual limb to provide a vacuum seal and enable
device 10 to achieve appropriate vacuum (measured in, e.g.,
inches of mercury) and prosthetic suspension.

According to an exemplary embodiment, pylon 14 is
attached to socket assembly 12 at anupper portion 30 of pylon
14. Lower portion 32 of pylon 14 may be coupled to and/or
form a part of artificial foot 16. Any suitable coupling means
may beused to couple pylon 14 to artificial foot 16. According
to an exemplary embodiment, artificial foot 16 is configured
to substantially replicate an actual human foot in shape, size,
and/or range of motion. As indicated above, while the
embodiments disclosed herein generally refer to a lower limb
prosthetic device used in connection with an artificial foot,
the teachings herein extend to other applications, including
upper limb prosthetics and other devices that would benefit
from the features disclosed herein. Artificial foot 16 may be
made any suitable material, and the shape, size, and other
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characteristics of artificial foot 16 may be varied from those
described herein to suit a particular user and/or application.

According to an exemplary embodiment, pylon 14 is fix-
edly secured to frame 22, e.g., via a pyramid/pylon adapter
31. Inner liner 20 may be coupled to frame 22 via an interface
or coupling mechanism 40. According to various exemplary
embodiments, coupling mechanism 40 provides a mechani-
cal coupling or suspension system between liner 20 and frame
22/pylon14. As discussed in greater detail herein, mechanism
40 may provide various benefits relative to more traditional
coupling systems having relatively long, narrow pin locking
mechanisms.

Referring to FIG. 2, a portion of a prosthetic device such as
device 10 is shown according to an exemplary embodiment
and includes coupling mechanism 40. As shown in FIG. 2,
mechanism 40 includes an adapter 42 (e.g., a generally cylin-
drical member, a disc-shaped member, etc.) and a receptacle
44 (e.g.,amember having a generally cylindrical recess, etc.),
and acts to couple inner liner 20 to frame 22 via adapter 42 and
receptacle 44. For example, in one embodiment, inner liner
20 may include a threaded insert 46. Threaded insert 46 may
be usable to receive a threaded pin to couple inner liner 20 to
frame 22 in a conventional manner. Adapter 42 may have a
central threaded portion 49 (see FIG. 8) that may be thread-
ingly received by threaded insert 46 to form an upper interface
or coupling portion of coupling mechanism 40. Adapter 42
and/or receptacle 44 may be made of any suitable metal,
plastic, or composite material.

Receptacle 44 may be secured to frame 22 and pylon 14
using, for example, one or more fasteners 51. As shown in
FIG. 2, one or more fasteners may extend upward through
pylon 31 and frame 22 and into receptacle 44. Receptacle 44
may extend upward from the inner bottom of frame 22 and be
configured to engage adapter 42. For example, as shown in
FIG. 2, receptacle 44 may have a generally cylindrical outer
periphery and a recess 47 formed therein (e.g., by a generally
circular sidewall). In one embodiment, recess 47 is corre-
spondingly shaped to adapter 42 such that at least a portion of
adapter 42 is configured to be releasably received by recess
47. For example, a user may insert a portion of a residual limb
inside of inner liner 20, with adapter 42 attached to a bottom
portion thereof. In order to secure inner liner 20 to frame 22
having receptacle 44 attached thereto, the user may insert the
liner/adapter into the interior of the frame until adapter 42
engages receptacle 44 to securely fasten inner liner 20 to
frame 22.

Adapter 42 may be releasably coupled to receptacle 44
using a variety of suitable methods. For example, in some
embodiments, the geometry of adapter 42 and receptacle 44
may be such that a “snap-fit” engagement (e.g., by way of
indents/detents, interfering structural portions, etc.) between
the outer periphery (or portions thereof) of adapter 42 and
recess 47. In other embodiments, a variety of latches, spring-
loaded retention members, and other securement devices may
be utilized. For example, one or both of adapter 42 and/or
receptacle 44 may include a spring-loaded or biased projec-
tion intended to engage a corresponding surface or recess
upon mating of the adapter and receptacle.

According to an exemplary embodiment, adapter 42 com-
prises a generally cylindrical outer surface, at least a portion
of which is received by recess 47. For example, adapter 42
may have a diameter that is substantially greater than its
length (e.g., measured along a longitudinal axis of the pros-
thetic device). For example, the diameter of adapter 42 (e.g.
the engagement portion of adapter 42 that interferes with
receptacle 44) may be approximately 2, 3, or 4 times its
length. According to other embodiments, the diameter of
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adapter 42 may be larger or smaller relative to the length of
adapter 42. Providing an adapter 42 having an increased
diameter, and therefore a relatively large bottom surface area,
acts to increase the surface area over which forces may be
transmitted between frame 22 and inner liner 20 (and poten-
tially, the residual limb of a user). Furthermore, an increase in
the surface area of the interface between frame 22 and inner
liner 20 may provide a more stable connection and avoid
undesirable movement between frame 22 and inner liner 20
during use of prosthetic device 10 by a user.

As shown in F1G. 2, coupling mechanism 40 may be usable
to retrofit more traditional pin locking mechanisms that uti-
lize a threaded insert in inner liner 20. Furthermore, as shown
in FIG. 3, the relative positions of adapter 42 and receptacle
44 may be reversed, such that receptacle 44 may be attached
to inner liner 20 and adapter 42 may be attached to frame 22.
Further yet, rather than accommodating liners and frames
originally intended to be used with a pin locking mechanism
in a retrofit application, coupling mechanism 40 may be inte-
grated into inner liner 20 and/or frame 22, as discussed in
greater detail with response to FIGS. 4-5.

Referring now to FIG. 4, inner liner 20 is shown to have
receptacle 44 integrated therewith. In one embodiment,
receptacle 44 may be molded or cast with the bottom portion
of inner liner 20, such that threaded insert 46 (see, e.g., FIG.
2) is not required. As with the embodiments of FIGS. 2-3, the
relative positions of adapter 42 and receptacle 44 may be
reversed, such that adapter 42 may in some embodiments be
integrated with inner liner 20. Similarly, adapter 42 or recep-
tacle 44 may be integrated into frame 22 in yet further
embodiments.

According to some embodiments, receptacle 44 substan-
tially surrounds at least a portion of the peripheral sidewalls
(e.g., cylindrical sidewalls) of adapter 22. In other embodi-
ments, as shown for example in FIG. 5, adapter 42 may
include an annular slot, or recess 48, such that the outer walls
of receptacle 44 that form recess 47 are received within slots
48, thus forming interlocking walls/recesses between adapter
42 and receptacle 44. The configuration of FIG. 5 may pro-
vide added stability for users by providing another means for
preventing relative motion between inner liner 20 and frame
22.

In some embodiments, coupling mechanism 40 includes
structural features (e.g., a keyed portion, non-circular geom-
etries, indents/detents, etc.) intended to prevent relative rota-
tional motion between adapter 42 and receptacle 44, and in
turn, inner liner 20 and frame 22. Any suitable anti-rotational
structural features may be used according to various alterna-
tive embodiments.

According to any of the embodiments discussed herein, a
vacuum may be provided to secure the residual limb within
inner liner 20. A vacuum pump 58 (see FIG. 7) may be
connected to socket assembly 12 via a fluid connection that
provides fluid communication between the pump and cavity
28 of socket assembly 12. Any suitable pump may be utilized
(e.g., a diaphragm pump driven by a DC motor, etc.). Opera-
tion of pump 58 creates a partial vacuum in cavity 28 that in
turn secures the residual limb to socket assembly 12. Vacuum
pump 58 may be coupled to pylon 14, or located at other
locations on device 10. For example, according to one
embodiment, pump 58 may be provided within or adjacent
either adapter 42 and/or receptacle 44.

Referring to FIG. 6, receptacle 44 is shown to include an
upstanding valve 52 configured to provide fluid communica-
tion with cavity 28 via a passageway 50. Receptacle 44 may
further provide a fluid communication between valve 52 and
a port 54 (e.g., a barbed port, etc.) which communicates with
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a vacuum source (e.g., a vacuum pump coupled to or inte-
grated into device 10). Alternatively, referring to FIG. 7, a
vacuum pump and/or associated controlling electronics (e.g.,
an electronic controller to control operation of the vacuum
pump) may be disposed within or at least partially within
adapter 42 (or similarly, receptacle 44). An o-ring 56 may be
provided to ensure an air-tight seal between adapter 42 and
surrounding components (e.g., inner liner 22, etc.) and a
vacuum port may connect a pump 58 with, for example,
cavity 28, by way of passageway 50. Other configurations of
vacuum pumps, ports, and associated passageways may be
used according to various alternative embodiments.

Referring to FIGS. 9-10, in some embodiments a check
valve may be used to control the pressure within the inner
sleeve. For example, a valve assembly may be integrated into
adapter 42 as shown in FIG. 9. According to one embodiment,
the valve assembly is a check valve assembly and includes a
liner lock 60, a sealing member such as an o-ring, a check
valve retainer 64, and a check valve 66. Liner lock 60 extends
through an additional liner 62 (e.g., a polyethylene liner) and
inner liner 20 and threadingly engages adapter 42. Check
valve 66 is configured to permit air to flow out of, but not into,
the prosthetic device, and to permit exhausted air to exit via a
channel and port 70. As a user inserts inner liner 20 into frame
22 (not shown in FIG. 10), air may be exhausted through the
valve assembly and out from adapter 20, generating a partial
vacuum within the socket assembly. This configuration may
generate vacuum during initial insertion of inner liner 20 into
frame 22, and during use of the prosthetic device (e.g., during
walking), to take advantage of a user’s weight in generating
vacuum within the prosthetic device. In some embodiments,
the valve assembly may be used in conjunction with a sepa-
rate vacuum system to provide additional vacuum to the pros-
thetic device.

It is important to note that the construction and arrange-
ment of the elements of the prosthetic device as shown in the
exemplary embodiments are illustrative only. Although only a
few embodiments have been described in detail in this dis-
closure, those skilled in the art who review this disclosure will
readily appreciate that many modifications are possible (e.g.,
variations in sizes, dimensions, structures, shapes and pro-
portions of the various elements, values of parameters,
mounting arrangements, materials, colors, orientations, etc.)
without materially departing from the novel teachings and
advantages of the subject matter recited in the embodiments.
For example, for purposes of this disclosure, the term
“coupled” shall mean the joining of two members directly or
indirectly to one another. Such joining may be stationary in
nature or movable in nature. Such joining may be achieved
with the two members or the two members and any additional
intermediate members being integrally formed as a single
unitary body with one another or with the two members or the
two members and any additional intermediate member being
attached to one another. Such joining may be permanent in
nature or alternatively may be removable or releasable in
nature. Such joining may also relate to mechanical, fluid, or
electrical relationship between the two components. Accord-
ingly, all such modifications are intended to be included
within the scope of the present disclosure as defined in the
appended claims. The order or sequence of any process or
method steps may be varied or re-sequenced according to
alternative embodiments. Other substitutions, modifications,
changes, and/or omissions may be made in the design, oper-
ating conditions, and arrangement of the exemplary embodi-
ments without departing from the spirit of the present disclo-
sure.
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What is claimed is:

1. A prosthetic device comprising:

an inner socket assembly comprising:

an inner liner configured to fit around a residual limb of
a person and into an outer socket, and

an upper interface member having a generally cylindri-
cal outer periphery, the outer periphery defining a
diameter and a length, the diameter being substan-
tially greater than the length, the upper interface
member removably coupled to the inner liner via a
threaded connection;

an outer socket assembly comprising:

the outer socket, and

a lower interface member having a recess correspond-
ingly-shaped to the outer periphery of the upper inter-
face member; and

a pylon;

wherein the lower interface member is secured to the pylon

by a fastener that extends upward through the pylon,
through the outer socket, and into the lower interface
member;

wherein at least a portion of the upper interface member is

received within the recess of the lower interface member
to secure the inner socket assembly to the outer socket
assembly, wherein the inner socket assembly is secured
to the outer socket assembly via a snap-fit connection
between the outer periphery of the upper interface mem-
ber and the recess of the lower interface member.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the inner liner includes a
first threaded portion, wherein the upper interface member
includes a second threaded portion, wherein the first threaded
portion and the second threaded portion form the threaded
connection.

3. The device of claim 1, further comprising a vacuum
pump configured to generate a vacuum within the inner
socket assembly, wherein the vacuum pump is in fluid com-
munication with an interior of the inner socket assembly via
at least one of the upper interface member and the lower
interface member.

4. The device of claim 3, wherein the vacuum pump is
provided at least partially within at least one of the upper
interface member and the lower interface member.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the upper interface mem-
ber is rotationally fixed relative to the lower interface mem-
ber.

6. The device of claim 3, wherein the lower interface mem-
ber includes an upstanding valve in fluid communication with
the vacuum pump such that when the inner socket assembly is
secured to the outer socket assembly, the vacuum pump is in
fluid communication with the interior of the inner socket
assembly via the upstanding valve and a passageway through
the upper interface member.

7. A prosthetic device, comprising:

an inner socket assembly having an inner liner configured

to fitaround aresidual limb ofa person and configured to
fit into an outer socket, and a lower portion defining a
disc-shaped adapter, wherein the lower portion is
removably coupled to the inner liner via a threaded con-
nection;

an outer socket assembly comprising the outer socket, and

a receptacle configured to releasably engage the lower
portion of the inner socket assembly; and

a pylon;

wherein the receptacle is secured to the pylon by a fastener

that extends upward through the pylon, through the outer
socket, and into the lower interface member;
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wherein an interface between the disc-shaped adapter and
the receptacle acts to secure the inner socket assembly to
the outer socket assembly, wherein the inner socket
assembly is secured to the outer socket assembly via a
snap-fit connection formed between the disc-shaped
adapter and the receptacle.

8. The device of claim 7, wherein the disc-shaped adapter
comprises a diameter substantially greater than its length.

9. The device of claim 7, wherein the disc-shaped adapter
comprises a circular recess configured to receive a circular
sidewall of the receptacle.

10. The device of claim 7, wherein the disc-shaped adapter
is configured to provide fluid communication between a
vacuum pump and an interior of the inner socket assembly.

11. The device of claim 7, further comprising a vacuum
pump at least partially disposed within at least one of the
disc-shaped adapter and the receptacle.

12. A prosthetic device, comprising:

an inner socket assembly configured to receive a portion of

a residual limb of a user, the socket assembly including
an inner liner configured to fit around the residual limb
of the user and a first connecting component, the first
connecting component coupled to the inner liner via a
threaded connection;

an outer socket assembly configured to receive at least a

portion of the inner socket assembly;

a pylon; and

an interface mechanism configured to releasably secure the

inner socket assembly to the outer socket assembly dur-

ing use of the prosthetic device by a user, the interface

mechanism comprising:

the first connecting component; and

a second connecting component provided on the outer
socket assembly, the second connecting component
interfacing with the first connecting component to
releasably secure the outer socket assembly to the
inner socket assembly in a non-rotational manner;

wherein the second connecting component is secured to the

pylon by a fastener that extends upward through the

pylon, through the outer socket assembly, and into the

second connecting component;

wherein the inner socket assembly is releasably secured to

the outer socket assembly via a snap-fit connection
formed between the first connecting component and the
second connecting component.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein the interface mecha-
nism prevents relative rotational movement of the inner
socket assembly and the outer socket assembly.

14. The device of claim 12, wherein the first connecting
component includes a cylindrical member that has a width
substantially greater than its length.

15. The device of claim 12, further comprising a valve
assembly disposed within the interface mechanism.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the valve assembly
comprises a check valve configured to permit air to exhaust
from a cavity defined between the residual limb and the inner
liner.

17. The device of claim 12, further comprising a vacuum
pump configured to generate a vacuum between the inner
liner and the residual limb.

18. The device of claim 17, wherein the vacuum pump is
coupled to the interface mechanism.
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